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Is Happiness Really a Warm Gun?

The Consequences of US Weapons Sales for Political Violence
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1. What is the question?
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2. Why should we care about it?
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3. What is the author’s answer?
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4. How did the author get there?
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Yire = Bwirt + Xirt’Y + @ir + St + Uirt

Wir= a(T[t-l - qir) + Xirt'y + @ir + Ort+ Uirt

For countryi regionr vyeart

Yirt: indicating either political repression or civil war

Wirt: the log of U.S. weapons sales

Xirt: exogenous control variables which we describe in more detail below
@ir: country fixed effects

Ort: region-specific year fixed effects

Tw-1: the U.S. domestic inflation in year t-1

gir: the country i’s historical frequency of weapons purchases over the sample period



